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change. Again, according to Sir William Hunter, it became
almost impossible thereafter for a Muslim of good family
to enjoy employment or wealth.

The change was not confined to any one community
or any one aspect of life. All old values and beliefs were
being challenged. Old forms of faith and custom were
crumbling. Social, economic and political institutions were
breaking up at a terrifying pace. India was literally in
the melting pot. The old social stratification was disturbed.
New types emerged which have no parallel in any previous
period. To the plethora of Indian faiths was added the
militant Christianity of the western world. Bands of
Christian missionaries not only proselytised but sought
to influence where they could not convert. The restless
European spirit brought everything under its scrutiny.
On the one hand, the material conditions of life were pro-
foundly changed, On the other, the buttresses of tradition
and faith were undermined.

The process of revolutionary change was further hastened
by man's increasing control over the forces of nature;
This is perhaps the most significant fact in the history
of the last one hundred years. Medieval India had tried
to reconcile the elements contributed by different cultures
and civilisations. New religions and philosophies which,
appeared from the fifteenth century onward are indications
of such attempts at rapprochement, Hindu social forms
are less rigid in the north than in the south. This is a measure
of the extent of Muslim influence. The attitude towards
caste is the most prominent aspect of the difference* In
spite of all attempts the process of reconciliation was
however never complete. The facts of distance and inacces-
sibility co-operated with the inherent rigidity of social forms
to prevent a complete and uniform synthesis throughout
the country.

When the material and religious influence of the European.
impact began to make itself felt, things were otherwise